1 
* . * 
3 3; W. 15 2 n 2 9 . 8 
2 ve wa if, 025.6 T3. 
0 U 
n OS PTS 3 N 
f „ e F 
o 5 a = 


— 
2 
4 
4 
— 


5 


3 


25 
* 


r. 


— U ; 
- 9 7 
. , — P > of 
* £ | 
72 
b 4 1 
- . 


8 


"WAG 
— 
* 
* 
o 
4 
* 


2 
7 
* 
* 
- 


Phat 
. * 
- 
c 
* 
— 
„ 


io be IR 


2 


OS — vn, — ere 9 


7 . — — — — yy, Y, 


— 


* 


* 


2 r „ 


„ 


4 
5 be 
5 
* 


4 * 
—— I EET 


mY 
—— —  — — ——— 


— — — — et 


% 7 —— 


WR" 4 ———— 


e 


GP. 


wh 


: 
F. 


DID 23 
Brkt N 


— 


RW 


* 
= 


3 
2 


— 


TT Ho  EXADES 


At their RETURN from Viewing 


The Min eel W n 


DIe 77 JE LC O M E to light, advent'r rous pair! 
22A Thrice welcome to the balmy e air 


F rom fulphurous damps i in caverns s deep, 


| Where ſubterraneous thunders ſleep, 


Or, wak” d, with dire Atnaan ſound. 
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Bellow the trembling mountain round, 


haven are greatly in- 


From fe [phurous dai ps, bee J. The 4 mines near White 


m thoſe deſerted works, which are not ventilated with perpetual currents of freſh 
air: and, in ſuch works, they often remain for a long time, without doing any 
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icſted with fulminating damps ; large quantities of them being frequently collected 
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Till to the frighted realms of day 

Thro? flaming mouths they force their way; 

From burſting ſtreams, and burning rocks, 
From nature” 8 fierce inteſtine ſhocks ; I T7 


Fi rom the dark manſions of deſpair 


Welcome once more to light and air! 


B U T why explore that world of night 


Conceal'd till then from female fight? 
Such grace and beauty why « confine. „„ - 


One moment to a dreary mine > . 


WAS it becauſe your curious eye 


The ſecrets of the Earth would fy, 


miſchiaf.. But i: by ſome accident, they are. ſet on fire, they then produce 
dreadful exploſions, very deſtructive to the miners; and burſting out of the pits 
with great impetuoſity, like the fiery eruptions from burning mountains, force along f 


with them ponderous bodies to a great height in the air. 


From burning rocks, &c.] The coal in theſe mines hath, . times, BEE {et 
on fire by the fulminating damp, and hath continued burning for many months; 


until large ſtreams of water were conducted into the mines, and ſuffered to fill 


thoſe parts where the coal was on fire. By ſuch fires, ſeveral collieries have been 
intirely deſtroyed ; of which there are inſtances near Newcaſtle, and in other Parts 
of England, and in the ſhire of Fite in Scotland; in ſome of which places, the * 


fire has continued burning for ages. But more mines have been ruined by inun- 
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How intervein'd rich minerals glow, 


How bubbling fountains learn to flow ? 5 20 


O rather that the ſons of day 


Already own'd your rightful ſway, 

And therefore, like young Ammon, you 
Another world would fain ſubdue i 35 

WI AT tho? ſage Proſpero attend, - 
While vou the cavern'd hill deſcend, po, 
Tho), warn'd by him, with bended head 
You ſhun the ſhelving roof, and tread 
With cautious foot the rugged "ay, 


- While tapers ſtrive to mimic day ? . e 


a 


Tho? he with hundred gates and chains 


The Demons of the mine reſtrains, 


The demons of the mine 1 &c.] * order to prevent; as much as poſſible, 
the collieries from being filled with thoſe pernicious damps, it has been found ne- 
ceſſary carefully to ſearch for thoſe creviſes in the coal, from whence they iſſue 
out; and at thoſe places, to confine them within a narrow ſpace; and from thoſe 
narrow {paces in which they are confined, to conduct them through long pipes into 
the open air; where being {et on fire, they conſume in perpetual flames, as they 
continually: arife out of the earth. 
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To whom their parent, jealous Earth, + 


To guard her hidden ſtores gave birth, 
At which, while kindred furies ſung, e 


With hideous j joy pale Orcus rung; I 


Tho? boiling with vain rage * ſit 
F ix d to the bottom of the pit, 
While at his beck the ſpi'rits of air 
With breath of heaven their taints repair TT 
| Or if they ſeek ſuperior ſkies, 

Thro- ways alſign d by him they riſe, 
Troop : after troop : at day . 

In torments of perpetual fire; 5. 


Tho! he with fury- quelling charms ig 45 


The whole infernal hoſt diſarms, 


And ſummons to your guarded ſides. . 


A ſquadron of etherial guides, 


And ſummons, &c.) Thoſe who have the direction of theſe deep and extenfive 


works, are obliged to uſe great care and art in keeping them continually ventilated 
with perpetual currents of freſh air ; which. afford the miners a conſtant ſupply of 
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You ſtill, when we together view 
Fhe dreadful enterprize and you, - 8H 
The public care and wonder go 


Of all above and all below. 


Fo at your preſence toll is o'er, 


The reſtleſs miner works no more. 

Nor ftrikes the flint, nor whirls the ſte: 55 
Of that ſtrange ſpark-emitting wheel, 5 

Which, form'd by Proſpero” * magic care, 


plays harmleſs i in the ſulphurous air, 


that vital fluid, and expel out of the mines damps and other noxious exhalations, 
together with ſuch other burnt and foul air, as is become poiſonous and unfit for 


reſpiration. 1 3 
Nor ftrikes the flint, &c.] It having been hl. by Mr. Spedding, who ſu- 


perintends theſe collieries, and to whom the author here gives the name of Proſpe- 


ro, that the fulminating damp could only be kindled by flame, and that it was not 
liable to be ſet on fire by red-hot iron, nor by the ſparks produced by the colliſion 
of flint and ſteel, he invented a machine, in which while a ſteel wheel is turned 
round with a very rapid motion, and flints are applied thereto, great plenty of fiery 
ſparks are emitted, that afford the miners ſuch a light as enables them to carry on 
their work in cloſe places, where the flame of a candle, or lamp, would occaſion 
dreadful exploſions. Without ſome invention of this ſort, the working of theſe 


mines, ſo greatly annoyed with theſe inflameable damps, would bos ago have 


been e 


Without 
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Without a flame diffuſes light, 


And makes the griſly cavern bright. 


His taſk ſecure the miner plies, 


Nor hears Tartarian tempeſts riſe ; 


But quits it now, and haſtes away 


To this great Stygian holiday. 


AGAPE the ſooty collier ſtands, 


His axe ſuſpended in his hands, 
His Ethiopian teeth the while 
0 Grin horrible a ghaſtly ſmile,” 


To fe two goddeſſes ſo fair 


Deſcend to him from fields of air. 


Not greater wonder ſeiz d th* abode 
Of gloomy Dis, infernal god, 
With pity when th' Orphean lyre 
Did ev'ry iron heart inſpire, 


Sooth'd tortur'd ghoſts with heavenly ſtrains, 


And reſpited eternal Pains. 
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B Uf on you move thro' ways leſs ſteep 


To loftier chambers of the deep, 


Whoſe j jetty pillars ſeem to groan 


Beneath A ponderous roof of ſtone. 73 80 


Then with increaſing wonder gaze 
The dark inextricable maze, 
Where « cavern croſſing cavern meets, 


(City of ſubterraneous ſtreets ) 


Where in a triple ſtory end . 85 


Mines chat 0 'er mines by flights aſcend. | 


Bu on you nove, &c.] The reader may ſuppoſe that he hath entered theſe mines 


1 by an opening at the bottom. of a hill, and hath already paſſed through a long adit, ; 


hewn in the rock, and arched over with brick, which is the principal ond into 
them for men, and for horſes; and which, by a ſteep deſcent, leads down to the 


loweft vein of coal. Being arrived at the coal, he may ſuppoſe himſelf {till to de- 


ſcend, by ways leſs ſteep, till, after a journey of a mile and a half, he arrives at 


the profoundeſt parts of the mine. The greateſt part of this deſcent is through 
ſpacious galleries, which continually interſect other galleries; all the coal being cut 
away except large pillars, which, in deep parts of the mine, are three yards high, 


and about twelve yards ſquare at the baſe; ſuch great eng. being there . 

to ſupport the ponderous roof. 

A triple ftory, &c.] There are here three ſtrata of coal, which lie. at a con- 
fiderable diſtance one above another. The mines wrought in theſe parallel ſtrata 

have a communication by pits, and are compared by the author to the different 

ſtories of a building. 
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Bur who in order can relate 


What terrors Rill your ſteps await! > 


How iſſuing Foam the fulphurous EY 


Thick Acherontic rivers roll 4 Foe 5: -- 


How in clol> center of cute mines, 


Where orient morning never ſhines, 


Nor the wing d Zephyrs e re reſort, 


Infernal Darkneſs holds her court? 


How, breathleſs, with faint pace, and ſlow, 95 


Thro' her grim ſultry realm you g, 


Till purer riſing gales diſpenſe 


Their cordials to the ſick'ning ſenſe? 


Thick Acherontic rivers, &c.] The water that flows from the coal is collected 
into one ſtream, which runs towards the fire- engines. This water is yellow and 


turbid, from a mixture of ven, and ſo very corroſive, that it e conſumes 
iron. | 


How, bt cathleſ with ; faint 1 and * Kc. ] Thoſe who deſcend into theſe 
mines, find them moſt cloſe and ſultry in the middle parts, that are moſt remote 
from the pits and adits, and perceive them to grow cooler the nearer they ap- 
proach to thoſe pits which are ſunk to the deepeſt parts of the mines; down Which 
pits, large ſtreams of freſh air are made to deſcend, and up nien, the water is 


drawn out, by m means of fire- engines. 


YouR 
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Your progreſs next the wondering mule | 


Thro? narrow galleries purſues ; 100 
Where Earth, the miner's way to cloſe, 
Did once the maſſy rock oppoſe : 

In vain : his daring axe he heaves, 


Tow ards the black vein a paſſage « cleaves : 


Difſever'd by the nitrous blaſt, 2 


: The ſtubborn barrier burſts at laſt. 


Thus, urg'd by Hunger 8 clamorous call, 


| Inceflant Labour conquers all. 


In gere Earth, &c.] The vein of coal is not tvs regularly continued in the 


ſame inclined plain, but, inſtead thereof, the miners frequently meet with hard 


rock, which interrupts their further progreſs. At ſuch places there ſeem to have 


been breaks in the earth, from the ſurface downwards; one part of the earth ſeem- 


ing to have ſunk down, while the part adjoining has Nc in its antient ſitu- 
ation. In ſome of theſe places, the earth may have ſunk ten or twenty fathoms, 


or more ; in other places, leſs than one fathom. Theſe breaks, the miners call 
| Dykes; and when they come at one of them, their firſt care is to diſcover whether 
the ſtrata in the part adjoining be higher or lower than in the part where they have 
been working ; or (to uſe their own terms) whether the coal be caft down, or catt 


up. If it be caſt down, they fink a pit to it; but if it be caſt up to any conſiderable 
height, they are oftentimes obliged, with great labour and expence, as at the 


place here deſcribed, to carry forwards a level or long gallery thro' the rock, until 
g mey again arrive at the ſtratum of coal. 
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IN ſpacious rooms once more you tread, 


Whoſe roofs with figures quaint o'erfpread 110 


Wild nature paints with various dyes, 


With ſuch as tinge the evening ſkies. 


A different ſcene to this ſucceeds : 2 


The dreary. road abruptly leads 
Down to the cold and humid caves, i 
Where hifling fall the turbid waves. 
Reſounding deep thro? glimmering ſhades. | 
The clank of chains your ears invades. 
Thro' pits profound from diſtant day 


Scarce travels down light 8 languid ray. 20 


High on huge axis heav'd, above, 


See ballanc'd beams unweary'd move! 


nose Roofs, &c.) Theſe colours, with which the free-ſtone roof of the mines is. 
beautifully variegated in many places, and which have the appearance of clouds, 


feem to. proceed from exſudations of ſalts, ocher, and other earthy ſubſtances. 
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While pent within the iron womb = SE 
Of boiling caldrons pants for room 
Expanded Steam, and ſhrinks, or ſwells, 125 


As: cold reſtrains, or heat impells, 


White pent within the iron womb, &c.] | The authog hath here taken occaſion to 


celebrate the fire-engine, the invention of which does ſuch honour to this nation. 
He has endeavoured to deſcribe, in a poetic manner, the effects of the elaſtic ſteam, 


and the great power of the atmoſphere; which, by their alternate actions, give force 


and motion to the beam of this engine, and by it, to the pump-rods, which elevate 
the water through tubes, and diſcharge it out of the mine. It appears, from pretty 
exact calculations, that it would require about 550 men, or a power equal to thy 
of 110 horſes, to work the pumps of one of the largeſt fire-engines now in ufs, 

(the diameter of whoſe cylinder is ſeventy inches) and thrice that number of men 
to keep an engine of this ſize conſtantly at work. And that as much water may be 
raiſed by an engine of this ſize kept conſtantly at work, as can be drawn up by 2520 


men with rollers and buckets, after the manner now daily practiſed in many mines 


or as much as can be borne up on the ſhoulders of twice that number of men; as is | 
faid to be done in ſome of the mines of Peru.—50 ou: is the . of the a air 
5 in one of thoſe engines. ; | 


There are four fire- engines belonging to this colliery; which, when all at work, 
diſcharge from it about 1228 gallons every minute, at thirteen ſtrokes; 1,768,320 


gallons every twenty-four hours. By the four engines here employed, nearly twice 
the above-mentioned quantity of water might be diſcharged from mines that are 
not above ſixty or ſeventy fathoms deep, which depth is rarely exceeded in the New- 


caſtle collieries, or in any of the Engliſh collieries, thoſe of Whitehaven excepted. 
The reader may find an account of Savery's engine in Harris's Lexicon Techni- 


cum. Many great improvements have been made to it ſince, and are daily making; 


ſeveral of which are related in the Philoſophical Tranſactions. The beſt account of 


it, its various improvements and uſes, is, I think, in Dr. Deſaguliers's courſe of | 
experimental philoſophy, vol. II. 5 
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And, ready for the vacant ſpace, 


Incumbent Air reſumes his place, 


Depreſſing with ſtupendous force 


Whate'er reſiſts his downward courſe, = 130 
Pumps moved by rods from ponderous beams. 
Arreſt the unſuſpeQting ſtreams, 
Which ſoon a ſluggiſh pool would lie; 


Then ſpout them foaming to the ſky. 55 
SAGACIOUS Savery |! Taught by thee TE. = 
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Diſcordant elements agree, 

F ire, water, air, heat, cold unite, 

And liſted i in one ſervice fight, 

Pure ſtreams to thirſty cities ſend, 

1 L Or deepelt mines from floods defend. 255 1 
' 1 Man- 8 richeſt gift thy work will ſhine ; 3 


Rome 8 aqueducts v were Poor to thine . 


” gms nom Tags 99199 He PW, mt 
— ——— 2 


[ x3 ] 

AT laſt the long deſcent is o'er ; : 
Above your heads the billows roar : 
High o'er your heads they 1 roar in vain z ON 
Not all the ſurges of the main 
The dark receſs can e're diſcloſe, 
Rocks heap' d on rocks th⸗ attempt oppoſe * 
Thrice Dover' 8 cliff from vou the tides | 
With interpoſing roof divides ! * = 150 

FROM ſuch abyſs reſtor'd to light, 

Invade no more the realms of night. 
1 For heroines it may well ſuffice: 
Once to have left theſe azure ſkies, 
Above your heads, &c.] The 1 are here ſunk to the depth of NAN GT ED” 
and thirty fathoms, and are extended under the ſea to places where there is, above 
them, ſufficient depth of water for ſhips of large burden. Theſe are the deepeſt 
coal-mines that have hitherto been wrought; and perhaps the miners have not in. 
any other part of the globe, penetrated to ſo great a depth below the ſurface of the 


ſea; the very deep mines in Hungary, Peru, and elſewhere, being ſituated in moun- 


tainous countries, where the ſurface of che earth is elevated to a great height above 
the level of the ocean. 


Heroes 


[ 14 ] 


Heroes themſelves, in days of yore, 


Bold as they were, achiev'd no more. 
Without a dread deſcent you may 
The mines in their effects ſurvey, 

And with e an eaſy eye look down 
On that fair port and happy town. 


Wu RE late along the naked ſtrand, 


The fiſher” 5 cot did lonely ſtand, 

And his poor bark unſhelter'd lay, 

| Of every ſwelling ſurge the prey, 
Now lofty piers their arms extend, 
And with their ſtrong embraces bnd 

5 Round crowded fleets, which ſafe defy 
All ſtorms that rend the wintry ſky, 

And bulwarks beyond bulwarks chain 

| The fury of the roaring main. 

The peopl'd vale fair dwellings fill, 

And lengthening ſtreets aſcend the hill ; 
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Where 


[1s J 

Where Induſtry intent to thrive, 

Brings all her honey to the hive, 

Religion ſtrikes with reverent awe, 5 VFC 
Example works th' effect of law, 
And Plenty's flowing cup we ſee. 

Untainted yet by Luxury. E 


Creative Commerce, theſe are thine! 180 


The glories of the mine, &c.] Theſe mines were firſt wrought, for foreign eon- 
ſumption, by Sir John Lowther, Bart. one of the Lords of the Admiralty in the 
_ reign of King William; a perſon of great abilities, and a generous benefactor to his 
native country; who, by the encouragements. which he gave to tradeſmen and ar- 


tificers of all kinds to ſettle at Whitehaven, may be eſteemed the founder of that 


town. His fon and ſucceſſor, Sir James Lowther, purſuing the ſame plan, has 
brought theſe mines to their preſent ſtate of perfection. It has been computed, 
that theſe two gentlemen, in the compaſs of a century (which time they have en- 
joyed theſe mines) have expended in one of them only upwards of half a million 
ſterling.— The money returned hither for coals exported hence, greatly contributes 
to enable this remote country to pay thoſe large ſums, that are continually drained 
out of it in taxes and cuſtoms, in rents to abſentees, and for clothing and various 
other neceſſary commodities, which thoſe parts do not afford. —By this trade, and 


its conſequences, the town of Whitehaven has been raiſed, from very low begin- 


nings, to its preſent ſtate; the country round it improved; and great numbers of 
hardy ſailors, and other uſeful artificers trained up to ſerve their King and country 


in the navy, as well as in the home and foreign trades of the kingdom. 
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16 J 
HERE while delighted you impart 


Delight to every eye and heart, 

85 Behold, grown jealous of your ſtay, 
Vour native Stream his charms diſplay, 
To court you to his banks again; 185 


Now wind i in wanton waves his train, * 


Now ſpread into achryſtal plain; 3 
Then hid by pendent rocks would ſteal, 

But tuneful Falls his courſe reveal, 

As down the bending vale he roves . 
Thro' Yanwath woods, and Buckholme's groves z 

| Whoſe broad © erſpreading boughs beneath | 
Warbling he flows, while Zephyrs breathe. 
H ERE loftly ſwells the ſpacious lawn, 


Where bounds the buck, and "Ow the fawn, 200 


Mur native Aream, Ke] The river 1 

Then hid by pendent rocks, &c.] See, in Mr. Dalton's Drawings, a view of this 
rer near the bridge and church of Afkham. 

As down the 1 vale, &c.] See his view (taken from Clifton) of hs river 
Winding between Vanwath and Buckholme woods round the Elyſian Halde 
Here . e jiiy fwel's, &c.] Sce his view, on a ſmall ſcale, taken from Aſkham- 


THERE 


[ 27 ] 

Or, couch'd beneath the hawthorn-trees, + 

In dappled groupes enjoy the breeze. 
Amp yon ſunny plain, alone, 

To patriarchal rev'rence grown, 

An oak for many an age has ſtood. 

Himſelf a widely waving wood, 

While men and herds, with ſwift decay, 

Race after race, have paſs'd away. 

See ſtill his central trunk ſuſtain 

Huge boughs, which round 0 erhang the plain, 

And hoſpitable ſhade incloſe, 

Where flocks and herds at caſe repoſe ! 

Turk the brown fells aſcend the ky, 

Below, the green incloſures lye ; ; 

= Along their ſloping ſides ſupine 


The peaceful villages recline : 


208 


210 


fell, of the ſituation of Lowther-hall park, c. terminated * a lon, g range of very 
* mountains, called Croſs-fell. 


D 


On 
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— 


[ 18 ] 
On azure roofs bright ſun-beams play, 
And make the meaneſt dwelling gay. 
Thus oft the wiſe all- ruling mind 
Is to the lowly cottage kind, ft 0 
Bids there His beams of favour fall, 
While ſorrow clouds the lofty hall, 
That This may fear his awful frown, 
And grateful That his goodneſs OWN. 
I F, grown | familiar to the fight; 5 
Lowther itſelf ſhould lefs delight, | 
Then change the ſcene: To nature's pride, 
Sweet Keſwick's vale, the muſe will guide. 
The muſe, who trod th inchanted ground, 
Who fail'd the wondrous lake around, 2 - 230 
With you \ wall haſte once more to bail 


The beauteous brook of Borrodale. 5 


On azure  roofs,. Ke] The houſes of this countr} a are covered with a beautifuk 
dlue ſlate, | 


FROM 
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FROM ſavage parent gentle ſtream 


Be thou the Muſe's favourite theme: 
O ſoft infiuating glide | e 5 I8 ; 
Silent along the meadow 8 fide, 

Smooth o'er the ſandy bottom paſs 

Reſplendent all thro” fluid glaſs, 
Unleſs upon thy yielding breaſt 


| Their painted heads the lillies reſt, 1 240 
To where 1 in deep capacious bed Ty 
The widely liquid lake 18 ſpread. Fs ES j 

LI T other ſtreams rejoyce to roar 


: Down. the rough rocks of dread Lodore, 


Ruſh raving on with boiſterous ſweep, 8 245 
And foaming rend the frighted deep, 
5 Thy gentle Genius ſhrinks away 


Fi rom ſuch a rude unequal fray ; + 


of FD Tae &c 1 A very high caſcade here falls into the lake af 8 
| water, near where Borrodale-beck (or brook) enters into it, as is deſcribed above. 


1 3 


1201 


5 | Thro* thine own native dale, where riſe. 

, Tremendous rocks amid the ſkies, _ 2 
Thy waves with patience ſowly wind, | 

Till they the ſmootheſt channel find, 

_ Soften the horrors of the ſcene, 5 

8 And thro? confuſion flow ſerene. [ EF one 

HoRRoRs like theſe at firſt alarm, 2:4 

But ſoon with ſavage grandeur. charm — 

And raiſe to. nobleſt thought 1 the wind: 

Thus by thy fall, Lodore, reclin” d, 

The craggy cliff, impendent wood, 


Whoſe ſhadows mix. o'er half the flood; 1 5 260 
The gloomy clouds, which ſolemn fail, } 
Scarce lifted by the languid gale 

00 er the cap'd hill, and darken'd vale ; 3 
The ravening kite, and bird of Jove, 


Which round! th' aerial ocean rove, 5 . 26 5 | 
And, floating on the billowy ſky, 
With. full expanded pennons fly, 


Their 


Soo. 
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| Their flutt'ring or their bleating prey 


'Thence with death-dooming eye ſurvey ; 
Channels by rocky torrents torn, 5 
Rocks to the lake in thunder born, 


Or ſuch as o er our heads appear 


— : — —— — — 


Suſpended i in their mid career, 
To ſtart again at His command, 


Who rules fire, water 7 air, and land, %%% ͤ  * 


I view with wonder and delight. 


A pleaſing, tho? an awful ſight : DT - ST — 


F or, ſeen with, them, the verdant Illes 


Soften with more delicious ſmiles, 5 


More tempting twine their opening bowers, 280 
. More lively glow the purple flowers, 
More ſmoothly llopes the border gays. 


In fairer circle bends the bay, 


Channels by rocky torrents torn, &c.]. For am accountof an extraordinary ſtorm in 

a part of this country, called St. John's Vale, by which numerous fragments of 
rocks were driven down from the mountains, along with cataracts of water, ſee a 
letter from Cockermouth, inſerted in the Gentleman's Magazine of October, 17 54. 


3 
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nd laſt, to fix our wand'ring eyes, 33 
Thy roofs, O Keſwick, brighter riſe ; 4.52 (8 


The lake and lofty hills between, 
| Where Giant Skiddow ſhuts the ſcene. 


SUPREME of mountains, Skiddow, bail! 
To whom all Britain ſinks a vale! 


Lo, his imperial brow I ſee 290. 


F rom foul uſurping vapours free! 


Twere glorious now his fide to climb, 


5 Boldly to ſcale his top ſublime, 


And thence—My muſe, theſe flights forbear, 


Nor with wild raptures tire the fair. 295 
Hills, rocks, and dales have been too long 


The ſubject of thy rambling long. 


WhereGiant Shidaow, K With the e Drawings the curious s read- 


er may ſee three different Views of this beautiful lake, all exactly copied after na- 
ture. The firſt, of the whole lake, taken from Lodore, and terminated by Skiddow. 
The ſecond, taken from the parſonage-houſe, and terminated by Borrodale. The 


third, from Hill-top, with ne ren on the a ee and alſo 
One of the caſcade, | 


WD : : +3; Bar 
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Far other ſcenes Their minds employ, 


And move their hearts with ſofter j oy: 


For pleaſures They need never roam, 


Theirs with affection dwell, at home. 


Thrice happy They at home to prove 


A Parent's and a Brother's love, 
Her e example pleas'd to trace, 
Learn every virtue every grace, 
Which luſtre give in female life 
To daughter, ſiſter, parent, vife; 3 
Grateful to ſee her guardian care 
A tender father” 8 loſs repair, 5 
And, riſing far o'er grief and Pain, 
The glories of her Face maintain. 
THEIR antient ſeats let others fly 
* o ſtrole beneath a foreign iky, 

Or loytering i in their villas ſtay, 


Till uſeleſs ſummers waſte away, 
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While, hopeleſs of their lords' return, 


The poor exhauſted tenants mourn ;_ 


From Lowther She diſdains to run 


To baſk beneath a ſouthern fun, 
Opens the hoſpitable door, 


5 Welcomes the friend, relieves the poor ; 7 
: Bids tenants ſhare the lib'ral board, 
And early know and love their lord, 


Whoſe courteous deeds to all extend, 


And make each happy gueſt a friend. 
To ſmiling Farth the grateful Main 
Thus gives her gather'd ſtreams again me 

In ſhowers on hill and dale and. plain. ; 


0 may the virtues, which adorn 


With modeſt beams his riſing morn, | 
'Þ nclouded grow to perfect day! 
May He with bounty” 8 brighteſt ray 


- 


Io 4 
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The natives chear, enrich the ſoil, 


With arts improve, reward their toil, 


Glad with kind warmth our northern \ky, 


And generous Lonſdale's loſ bb. 335 


 —enrich the ſoil &c.] The late Lord Londa ſpared no expence ay or 
time to introduce woollen and linen Manufactures into the county of Weſtmore- 
land; to improve the natives in the art of huſbandry by his own example, and 
encourage them by ſuitable rewards. Beſides conferring premiums on thoſe who 0 
excell' d, he alſo, in order to conquer the force of ignorance and prejudice, more ob- 
ſtinate perhaps than the ſoil, apprenticed out into neighbouring counties, which were 
more ſkilled in agriculture, ſeveral ſons of his tenants for that laudable purpoſe; 


and laid them under obligation to return again, and exerciſe that Art, for a cer- 
tain term, in their own . 


HERE the Author thinks himſelf bound to acknowledge, hat he owes the 
Explanatory Notes, on the deſcription of the mines, to Dr. Brownrigg of White- 
haven.— The kind and friendly deſign with which they were ſent to him, will 

| beſt appear from the letter which accompany 'd them; and which is here ſubjoin- 
ed. If the inquiſitive reader ſhould deſire to ſee a larger ſpecimen of that Gentle- 
man's knowledge of philoſophical and commercial ſubjects, he would recommend 


him to a treatiſe entituled, © The art of making Common Salt, as now practiſed i in 
© moſt parts of the world; with ſeveral Improvements propoſed in that art, for the 


«uſe of the Britiſh dominiens; by William Brownrigg, M. D. and F. R. S.“ but 
that it is now, he believes, out of print. However he may have his curioſity in ſome 
degree gratified; by a good account of that work, given by Mr. Watſon in the Phi- 5 
loſophical Tranſactions, N? 457 for the months of april, May, and part of June; i 
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4 LETTER # the AUTHOR. 


081K, 


Give you thanks for the aſs I have ined in the peruſal of your poem, 
heightened perhaps by a fondneſs for every thing that you have there fo elegantly 
deſcribed. I am however apprehenſive, that ſuch of your readers as are unacquainted 
with your ſubject, may not have the ſame reliſh for ſeveral parts of your peform- 
ance. Much of the pleaſure which we receive from deſcriptions of the country 
muſt ariſe from recalling to mind thoſe rural ſcenes that have given us delight, 
and from comparing them with their repreſentations ; and ry with what art 
and judgment thoſe repreſentations are copied after nature. And altho' the 
ſcenes delineated in your poetic landſkips, ſeem as beautifully varied, and as well 
adapted to give pleaſure to the judicious as thoſe that are moſt admired in other 
countries, and may ſerve as excellent models for the embelliſhment of rural ſituations: 
yet, it muſt be owned that, in this part of your poem, you labour under ſome diſad- 
vantage, from the choice of your ſubject in a retired part; which does not fall ſo 
much under the eye of the curious as W indſor Foreſt and ſome other places, whoſe 
charms have been diſplayed by ſome of our beſt poets. However, very happily for 
you, though your Brother has devoted the largeſt ſhare of his time and ſtudy this 
ſummer to the adorning our New Church with his Painting, yet he has found lei- 
| ſure to make very exact Drawings of the places you deſcribe. Theſe, as they are 
the beſt comment on this part of your work, will, I hope, in a great meaſure 
remove the diſſiculty here hinted at; and the Public will have the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing the ſiſter arts mutually reflecting light upon each other, and conſpiring, by a - 
friendly emulation, to ſet off theſe beautiful ſcenes to the beſt advantage. 
Another part of your performance will, I am afraid, be attended with greater 
difficulties. Your deſcriptions of the country muſt be generally underſtood ; 
and, like a fine picture, will be admired by many who do not know the 
original; although they will be read with moſt delight by thoſe who are beſt 
| acquainted with your ſubject. But few of your readers will have ſuch a knowledge 
of mines as will enable them to follow you through their dark and intricate laby- 
rinths. More eſpecially, as theſe are a ſubject that has not, I think, before been 
_ attempted in verſe. And yet they ſeem well to deſerve the notice of our poets, as 


they 


[ 27 ] 


they abound in objects proper to excite admiration, and are one great ſource of 
the wealth and power of theſe kingdoms. Here-it may be worth the while to 
ſtop a little, and refle& on the labour and dangers that They ſuſtain, who, from the 


mines, ſupply us with many neceſſaries and conveniencies of life: what multitudes 


of people by them are maintained : what efforts of human reaſon are there exerted, 
in the moſt ingenious inventions: and what immenſe treaſures are thence raiſed, by 


which numberleſs wheels are ſet on motion in the complicated machine of com- 


merce. The ſubterranean regions, hitherto delineated by the luxuriant fancies of 
poets, are widely different from theſe great funds of treaſure. And as the veraci- 
ty of thoſe poets, who have deſcended into the lower regions, hath often been 


called in queſtion, ſome may even ſuſpect that you alſo have indulged your- 


ſelf in this poetic licence, and have related ſuch things of theſe dark abodes 
as would beſt appear in verſe, rather than as you really found them in nature. To 


obviate which ſuſpicions, may it not be neceſſary to produce authentic vouchers of 


your having faithfully deſcribed ſuch objects as occured to you in the coal-mines ? 


Had Cervantes taken this method, his wonderful account of a certain cave 


would perhaps have met with more credit than it now does, notwithſtanding 
his artful inſinuation of its having been believed by a very great ſcholar. The 


Explanatory Notes, which, agreeable to your requeſt, I ſend incloſed, and 
which you are at liberty to publiſh with your poem, may ſerve as a ſort of cir-- 


cumſtantial proof of the truth of your deſcriptions. You will readily perceive that 
the nature of your deſign would not allow me to write an hiſtory of collieries, or 


a philoſophical diſſertation on damps. I have therefore contented myfelf with re- 
lating a few facts which may throw ſome light on this part of your poem, and may 


help to render your deſcription of the mines intelligible to your readers: 
1 am, &e. 


Whitehaven, 
Nov. 20, 1754 


W. BROWNRIGG. 
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